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The time invested in planning and 

organising an effective search of 

the literature on a topic is vital to 

the production of a comprehensive 

literature review



http://www.hnehealthlibraries.com.au/


Don’t know where to start ?

http://proxy2.use.hcn.com.au/advanced?accountid=130851
http://www.gardinerlibrary.com/
http://www.ciap.health.nsw.gov.au/home.html












Register with 

McMaster 

Plus to have 

alerts sent to 

your email 

for your area 

of interest.



The key principles for guiding 

a literature search include 

being systematic, explicit, 

thorough and rigorous



What is PICO?

• A useful model to help structure an 

answerable question

• Used to formulate clinical questions

• Breaks down the question into four key 

elements



PICO Model

• Patient, Population, Problem

• Intervention

• Comparison

• Outcome



Patient, Population, Problem

• Who are the patients? Gender, age, 

ethnicity

• Disease or condition, health concern

• Stage of the illness

• Care setting



Intervention

• What intervention are you considering for 

your patient? (Drug, procedure, therapy)

• Intervention level (dosage, frequency)

• Stage of Intervention (preventative, early, 

advanced)

• Delivery (Who delivers and where?) 



Comparison

• Alternative interventions (standard 

treatment, placebo, another intervention)

• There may not always be a comparison



Outcome

• The outcome or effects you are interested 

in, for eg

– Improvement of symptoms, healing

– Side effects

– Improved quality of life

– Cost effectiveness and benefits for the service 

provider









Set up an account to 

allow you to save 

your searches and 

or search results.

Medical imaging



Use a subject heading and a keyword 

search to include synonyms for the 

chosen term.









Search 

term is 

addded to 

the search 

history, 

results 

display 

below.







You could choose to include a keyword search as well by 

combining the heading and the keyword with or here







Adding limits to search results



Additional 

limits



*The 3 remaining results will be displayed on the bottom 

half of the screen.

*If you are logged in to your account you can now save 

the search history to re run or modify at a later time





Staff at any of the HNE Health Libraries  branches will 

be happy to provide  further assistance if required .

Contact details available on our web site

http://www.hnehealthlibraries.com.au/279

http://www.hnehealthlibraries.com.au/279

